HOUSEHOLD SURVEYS

ARE YOU IN A HOUSEHOLD SURVEY?

The U.S. Census Bureau compiles information from
household surveys to produce statistics that describe
populaticns and their characteristics, such as age,
education, housing and income. We collect this data by
asking household members to provide information about
the people who live in the house, apartment, mobile home
or group housing.

For households, when we select your household for a
survey or census, we send you an official letter from

the U.S. Census Bureau director. We address the letter to
“resident.” Depending on the survey, there are four options
for responding: online, by completing and mailing back
the form, in a phone interview, or through an in-person
interview with a trained Field Representative at your hame.
We provide you with specific instructions about how to
respond to your survey. The Census Bureau always tells you
whether your participation is mandatory or voluntary, and
we encourage you to answer all questions asked.

WHY WAS MY HOUSEHOLD SELECTED?

The U.S. Census Bureau randomly selected your household
through a process of scientific sampling. We collect data
from a sample of the population to produce estimates for
the entire population. This ensures that a small sample
represents the entire group covered by the survey.
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DIDN'T | ALREADY ANSWER THE CENSUS?

You may have answered the census in 2010, a count
of everyone living in the United States every 10 years,
as mandated by the U.S. Constitution. However, your
address—not you personally—has also been chosen to
be part of a randomly selected sample for one of the
household surveys conducted by the Census Bureau.

ARE MY ANSWERS SAFE AND SECURE?

We collect data for statistical purposes only. We combine
your responses with information from other households to
produce statistics, which never identify your household.
Your information is CONFIDENTIAL. We never identify

you individually. Learn more about how we protect your
information at http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/
are-you-in-a-survey/data-protection.html.

WHAT IF | HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?

Visit our website at http.//www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/are-you-in-a-survey.html/ for more infoermation.
You can also visit the survey website on the survey’s official
letter or brochure.
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